What is the “Gospel” Anyway?


So the entrance to salvation involves relationship, repentance and life-change. But we might wonder, “What, actually, is the good news Jesus came to bring? And what did the early church preach?”


Consider these statements:

· Mark 1:14‑15 “. . .  Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. ‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!’” Here Jesus equates the “kingdom of God” to the gospel—which is the “rule of God” on earth through Jesus. God was setting up a new order of life here (not just heaven), and that was the “good news!”
· Acts 5:42  “Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.” The gospel (literally “good news”) is that Jesus is the “Christ,” which is the Greek word for the Hebrew word Messiah, the Anointed One. Jesus is the One chosen by God for a work of salvation. And 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 affirms this as well, saying “Christ died for our sins.” The question, of course, is what about our sins did he save us from? We must first of all affirm the truth that God, through Jesus, saved us from the penalty of our sins. This is affirmed explicitly in Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38, Romans 5:9 and 2 Timothy 1:10. For that we rejoice!! But there is more.

· “…our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” (Titus 2:13-14) Here we see another equally important saving work—saving us from the power of our sins. Thus we are delivered from our “wickedness” so we can become good, delivered from our impurity so we can become “pure,” and delivered from our alienation so we can become “his very own.” Jesus affirms this as well when he says he’s come to “seek and to save the lost.” Lost people are not so much fleeing judgment as they are wandering from God and his goodness (Luke 19:10). (Also see Acts 2:38, 5:31; 2 Thessalonians 2:13.)

· Ephesians 3:7‑8  “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me:  to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” The “gospel” is clearly all “the unsearchable riches of Christ.” All of them. Is he our Savior? Absolutely! But he has come to save us from everything that alienates us from God, ourselves and others. The “unsearchable riches of Christ” includes more than forgiveness!  


Recently I wanted a literature tract to use for a summer carnival outreach our church does every year. I browsed online through scores of tracts to find one that carried this kind of message. It was very slim picking. The vast majority spoke only about Jesus being Savior in terms of forgiveness. No unsearchable riches. No Lord. No Conqueror. No Bread of Life or Living Waters. Not only was their “gospel” too easy to obtain, it was way too small. 

