Work—Celebrating God’s Creative Energy 

So what words come to your mind when you hear the word “work?” “Drudgery?” “Trapped?” “Obligation?” Do you think about it as a four-letter word that shouldn’t be mentioned in public?!


Some people work to live (going through the motions, seeing work as a necessary evil), and others live to work (being driven, and fighting the disease of “workaholism”).


Consider this biblical use of the word “work”:  

“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.” (Genesis 2:2‑3) 
“God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) 

Now certainly creating the universe and the earth was not “hard” work for God! I doubt he had to put in extra weekends to figure out the concept of space-time continuums, or use trial and error until he found just the right cells to use in the eye that would record light and color to the brain. This stuff wasn’t hard—but it was creative. 


And then he turned his creative work over to humans. God tells both Adam and Eve to oversee the earth, and he puts Adam in the garden to “work it and take care of it.” So we are God’s caretakers of his creation, using it for the good of all. 


Notice who did the first work, though. God. Work isn’t the result of sin entering the world. Work existed before the Fall. In fact, Scripture implies that work will continue in heaven (Matthew 25:23)! (I know that may sound like hell to some of you, but please keep reading!)


Work reflects the image of God. It’s both creative and it’s good. Think about that for a bit. Everything you do creates something. Maybe it creates helpful objects, or a service to others, or beauty, or knowledge in someone else or yourself. Your cooking creates, your lawn mowing creates, your employment creates, even reading this book creates. So work is clearly part of the “whatever you do” that reveals the glory of God.  


In the last chapter we saw how God’s greatness is known and shown in the family setting. Now we look at how God is to be glorified in our work, whether that’s something you get a paycheck for or not. God wants us to “come,” “become” and “love” in the creative places of our lives. “Your work is to take what God has made and shape it and use it to make him look great.”


For the purposes of this chapter, we’re going to generally narrow our concept of creative work to our places of employment, since that’s often the most difficult sphere of work for many people, and it’s where we spend much of our day’s energies.  
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