Bigger Than Just You and God

When I look up at the stars and galaxies on a cloudless, moonless night, I marvel at the glory of God. When I ponder the intricacies of the human body—from the wondrous complexity of the eye to the millions of blood cells that gather to heal the cut on my profusely bleeding finger, I am awed by the glory of God. But even more amazing and glorious is what God does in human relationships that have bowed their knee to him. 

 
It started with Israel when God picked Abraham to bless his offspring and to reveal Himself to the world. He gave them miracles and his law and atonement for their sins and the tabernacle and godly leaders and prophets. There was much divine glory in those things, but it wasn’t enough to keep them from straying away from God’s heart.


In time, God sent Jesus. His plan wasn’t to merely forgive millions of people so they wouldn’t go to hell—it was to create a people: “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9). Now comprised of both Jews and nonJews, he would write his law on his people’s hearts and minds. He would pour his Spirit upon all those who put their trust in his Son. 


The result? They would exist for “the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:14). In the Old Testament it was the tabernacle and the Jerusalem temple that were symbols of God’s glory. Now it is the church—not the buildings we meet in but the people he lives in!

“. . . to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever!  (Ephesians 3:21)

We are the greatness of God!

For some of you reading these words, this description may seem more ideal than real. You look around at your church and you don’t exactly feel the glow. The closest you get to “brilliance” is the annual candlelight service on Christmas Eve, and the closest you come to greatness is eating Mrs. Jones’ apple pies at potluck dinners!


 Yet the message of the Bible is that God wants to light us up! You and the other Christians you know are the light of the world, the glory of God, and as we saw in Chapter 9, together we are to shine like stars in the universe, holding out the word of life. 


It’s not primarily by the quality of our worship teams, or our state-of-the-art video projection system, or the size of our church parking lot by which God is glorified among us (though these all may contribute to some degree). Whether your church is 25 people meeting in a school gym, or 25,000 people meeting in multiple services in a colliseum, the display of God’s greatness is about the quality of our gathered spiritual lives.  


For all its quirks and personalities and embarrassments and blunders, the Church is still the glory of God. And you and I get to make it that way—by his grace!

