What You’ve Been Made For


You and I have been created to display the greatness of God through a love relationship with God and his Son, Jesus. This greatness, or “glory,” begins when we choose to “Come” into his presence in response to his moment by moment daily invitations. Coming to him is our first priority if we’re to glorify God. It all starts with relationship. It all begins with our neediness and his provisions. It’s all bathed in love—and he’s the First Lover. 


Now we come to our second word-handle that focuses the purpose of our lives on his glory. “Become.” This theme is found throughout the pages of Scripture, but this verse makes “becoming” explicit:

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21)


What does the apostle Paul mean here by “becoming the righteousness of God?” First of all he means that the One Man Jury transfers Christ’s righteousness to us so that we are pronounced “Not guilty” in his court room. Instead of seeing our sins—which demand a “guilty” verdict—the Judge sees Christ’s righteousness and acquits us. It’s what the Bible calls “justification” and it puts us in a right relationship with God by his grace and through our faith, so that we are not condemned.


But there’s more here—more than being declared righteous by the Judge. The context of verses 15-20 tells us this righteousness is also to be experienced. “. . . those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again” (vs. 15). And we are “a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come” (vs. 17). The butterfly has replaced the caterpillar! This is what we have been created for. 

Here’s another text that speaks about our purpose of “becoming” like God:
“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.” Romans 8:29
Just in case we don’t understand what it means to be righteous like God, God took the ultimate step of becoming human like us, and showing us what his righteousness actually looks like in human experience. In Jesus. Every teacher knows that this is the best way to teach—by demonstrating it (not just talking about it) and then saying to the student, “Okay, now you do it.”


So we have been created to “become” like Jesus. This doesn’t mean we have to wear sandals, or be Jewish, or remain single, or die at the age of 33. What it means is that we are to take on his character. 


That’s what Jewish rabbis like Jesus expected from their disciples. Disciples didn’t just spend time with their rabbi so they could recite his sayings backwards and forwards. They sought to become like him. And we are to become like Jesus.   


One way to understand this concept is to ask the question, “If Jesus was facing the same situation I am facing right now, how would he react?” To become like Jesus is to live life through his eyes and with his heart. As Romans 8:29 says, we are to live like he is our “brother.” Because we have the same father as Jesus, we should have similar “family features”—spiritual features.


People will often say to me, “I can see your father in you.” And occasionally my wife will have a little laugh and when I turn to her with a quizzical expression she’ll say, “That look you just made was just like your father.” And so it is with us and Jesus—but the “look” is that of holy hearts.  


Dallas Willard observes that “You are somebody’s disciple.”
 Somebody (or a collection of somebodies) has shaped you in their mold, whether intentionally or unintentionally. As Christians, we make a choice that that primary somebody will be Jesus. 


Now the point I most want to make is simply this: We have been created to glorify God, and since becoming like Jesus glorifies God, the transformation of our lives into the character of Jesus should be a life passion. Becoming like Jesus isn’t just a good thing to pursue. It’s a necessary thing to pursue. In fact, it’s for this very reason that we exist! We have been “predestined” to this calling (Romans 8:29). It has been in the heart of God to make us like himself from the very beginning of creation.

Think about it. What greater way can a person reveal the greatness of God than by becoming like him? Is it not the greatest compliment we can give someone to say, “I want to be like you when I grow up?” What better way to “know” the glory of God than to have his character formed within us!? What better way to “show” the glory of God to others than to display his very character to others through our lives?


This text is a good summary:
“For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 4:6)
When we encounter Jesus (i.e. see his “face”), God’s life penetrates our hearts so that we “know” (experientially, not just intellectually) the glory of God! 


When biblical writers speak of “knowing” God they are describing the kind of knowing that happens between a husband and wife, not the kind obtained from an internet search. It’s in a transforming encounter with Jesus that we say, “Yes, God is indeed great because I am experiencing his wonderful character in my life!”


This is to be our heart-cry. It’s not optional to the follower of Jesus. From the time we wake in the morning until we hit the sack at night, our day is to be motivated by becoming like Jesus. It’s why we’re here. It’s how God will be glorified. It’s what “Jesus is my Lord” means. And it’s how we find our greatest joy!


“God, I want to become like Jesus!”
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